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Photojournalist
Through the lens of a

The most remarkable
picture in John
Jochimsen’s

distinguished career as a
photojournalist is the one
conspicuous by its absence
from an extraordinary
collection of images published
late last year.

‘Through The Lens Of A
Photojournalist’ is an anthology
of 120 photographs selected
from the thousands John shot
on pre-digital technology for
Fleet Street, the government
and commercial clients in the
UK and abroad. 

It captures social, political and
scientific advances that defined

the second half of the twentieth
century, constituting a unique
historical reference.

But it is also testament to 
the changing nature of his
profession, from passive witness
to paparazzi, over the last 
50 years. 

It was in February 1952 that
John, then just 22, found
himself standing with two other
photographers outside the
Royal Sagana Lodge in Kenya,
minutes after Princess Elizabeth
received news of her father King
George VI’s death. But
respecting her wishes not to
take pictures of her first
moments as Queen, the >
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Photographer John Jochimsen's
remarkable collection of images 
from an illustrious career has been
published. essence finds out more.

The QE2 under construction at John Brown's shipyard, Glasgow



photographers laid their
cameras in the dust and
watched her drive away.

“I am possibly one of the only
press still alive who first saw her
as Queen that morning,” John
said, “and I have been asked
many times since whether that
kind of respect would be given
today. My reply has always
been, sadly no. It’s the picture
that got away.”

Published in large-format, the
images cover John’s time
working in industry, for the
Colonial Office, the Central
Office of Information, News 
of the World, the UK 
Atomic Energy Authority 
and the Ministry of Defence,
during which he gained
privileged access to 
top-secret installations.

He established his own studio
in London after going freelance
and continued to work for
government departments while
winning coveted commercial
contracts. He documented the
building of the QE2 for Cunard,
captured the dawn of Britain’s
nuclear energy age and
recorded Britain at work and
play over nearly five decades. 

John photographed countless
politicians – from Churchill’s
meeting with Haile Selassie in
1954, to Mrs Thatcher posing for
her own Christmas card in 1982
– some of which are
reproduced here.

It was while researching his
memoirs four years ago that
John realised many of his
photographs of significant
moments in British and colonial

00  www.essence-magazine.co.uk www.essence-magazine.co.uk  00

>

essence photography

>
Interior of Fort Brockhurst, Gosport

Winston Churchill and Haile Selassie on the steps of No.10, 1954

Checking nautical maps from the archive department at the MoD Hydrographic
Department, Falmouth

Soldiers, the front cover of 'Today' magazine

The Queen and Ronald Reagan ride out together in Windsor Great Park



history were fast being lost. 
So began a trail of discovery in
which he traced some of the
original 5x4in colour
transparencies and black and
white images to the Imperial
War Museum, the Media
Museum and the Royal
Collection at Windsor, bringing
120 of them together for this
special edition.  

Through The Lens… is as
much a social as a political and
industrial commentary, which
throws new light on our recent
past. As a biopic it ranks among
the most comprehensive of the
twentieth century.

‘Through The Lens Of A
Photojournalist’ by John
Jochimsen is published by MX
Publishing, priced £24.99. It is
available as a Kindle download
from Amazon and through
online retailers and good
bookshops. •
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'Little Nellie' of 007 fame with her 
designer and builder Wing Commander 
Ken Wallis (retired)

The son of a Times newspaper journalist,
John Jochimsen was born in 1929 in
London where he witnessed the
Depression and saw out the war with his
mother while his father continued to work
on Fleet Street.

He left school at 16 to join the
government’s Colonial Film Unit, then part of
the Ministry of Information, moving to its
successor, the Central Office of Information
after National Service and a period with the
News of the World. 

John’s progress was rapid. By his early
twenties, he was trusted with high profile and
sometimes dangerous assignments as Britain
struggled to hold her colonies together and
the end of Empire approached. He covered
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of
Edinburgh’s honeymoon tour to Kenya in
1952 when her father the King died and she
became Queen. During this four-month tour
of East Africa and the Sudan, he also
witnessed the start of the Mau Mau uprising.
He captured political struggle and civil unrest
in Malaya, Singapore, Borneo and Sarawak
where he lived with the headhunting Dyak
tribes and became involved with the pirates
of Borneo. Other tours took him to Malta,
Cyprus and Liberia

In the UK, John went behind the scenes at
military installations for the Ministry of 

Defence, gaining a privileged view of the
armed forces at work and compiling a
stunning, unique portfolio. 

Major industrial and commercial
contracts followed his move into 
freelancing and the establishment of a
London studio in the 1960s. His pictures
regularly appeared in international
magazines, including Paris Match. 

Over the years John photographed
countless world leaders and royalty, including
Haile Selassie, Winston Churchill, Soviet
premiers Khrushchev and Bulganin, US
Presidents Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan
with his wife Nancy, Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, The Queen and Queen Mother, the
Shah of Persia and King Hussein of Jordan.

John published a wartime adventure and
romance, King’s Flight, in 2010 before
releasing his memoirs 80 Years Gone In a
Flash in 2011. His latest book is a picture
anthology, Through the Lens of a
Photojournalist (2013).

Retiring at 67 to a farm in Slinfold, West
Sussex, John, now 84, lives in nearby
Southwater where he has been a Sussex
police volunteer for more than 16 years.

John is widowed and has two daughters,
Sally and Jane (also a published author, living
in Rudgwick, West Sussex) and two sons, Paul
and Rob. 
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