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Editor's Letter
Welcome to the first edition of 

2014! My New Year’s resolution is 

to update our Twitter account more 

often; so far it has been a valuable 

tool in getting to know readers and 

keeping up with what’s happening 

in different forces. If you have 

anything you wish to include or 

you know any good jokes! Tweet us @TheBillboardMag 

This issue you will notice we’ve put the spotlight on police 

dogs. I wanted to highlight the wonderful work they do 

keeping officers safe and sniffing out vital evidence.

Dave Hibbert the man behind the Retired West Midlands 

Police Dog Benevolent fund has set up an online petition 

to ensure Police Dogs are offered the same protection 

as their human colleagues. Presently if a police dog is 

injured or killed on duty the attacker faces only charges 

of criminal damage.

Dave is hoping that with his petition the government 

will treat assaults on Police Dogs the same as those on 

police officers, much like the PD’S stateside. If you have 

five minutes please take a look at the petition and add 

your signature it really will make a difference. http://
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/57585

I had a lovely chat with ex photojournalist turned police 

volunteer John Jochimsen on pages 10-12 , what a 

charismatic, fascinating man he is; he’s packed so much 

into a lifetime and his interview is a really interesting read 

featuring some surprising cameo’s! I hope you’ll enjoy it 

as much as I did.

Emma Harris, Editor

All editorial, advertising and circulation enquiries to:

The Billboard
United Awareness Publishing
Goss Chambers, Goss Street 
Chester, CH1 2BG

Tel: 01244 624 022
E-mail: info@thebillboard.co.uk
Web: www.thebillboard.co.uk
Twitter: @thebillboardmag

Disclaimer
While we make every effort to ensure the factual correctness of 
every article we cannot be held responsible if factual errors occur. 
We would also like to point out that the views held within each 
article are those of the original author and not that of the Billboard 
team or United Awareness. The Billboard is published by United 
Awareness Publishing Limited and we would like to make you aware 
that advertising space within the magazine is purchased from United 
Awareness Publishing Limited and not the police service.

The Billboard Magazine is 
proud to be supporting 

Care of Police Survivors (COPS)
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A Wolverhampton Sergeant was awarded the honour of 'Hero in an Emergency' in a regional 
award ceremony on 25 October. 

Sergeant Ron Price has been praised for 

his quick thinking and calmness when 

faced with a dying child. 

The incident happened back in August 

when Alexei Kandare's grandmother 

banged on Sergeant Price's office door 

looking for help when her granddaughter 

had stopped breathing. 

The officer, who has been with the force 

for almost 20 years, administrared CPR to 

the baby then organised a police escort to 

get her to New Cross Hospital as quickly 

as possible.

Ron's award was presented to him by Free 

Radio for his fast reaction in giving CPR 

to the child, which ultimately assisted in 

saving her life. 

Inspector Rich Vickers said: 

"We are all immensely proud of his sterling 

Award honour for hero Sgt Ron Price 

work, that's why I put him up for the award. 

The reaction from the media as well as the 

locals in Penn and Merry Hill has been 

fantastic. He is a true hero."

Sgt Ron Price said: "I'm extremely grateful 

to receive this award from Free Radio. It is 

a very proud day for me and my family."

Alexei has made a full recovery and 

Sergeant Price remains in contact with 

her family.

The People's Awards 2013 was hosted by 

Fresh and Cat from Free Radio and held at 

the Village hotel in Dudley.

A University student is to share her unique insight into the world of forensics through an 
on-line blog as she starts a work placement opportunity with West Midlands Police. 

Stephanie Barber, a crime scene science 

student from Teesside University, began 

a 10 month placement within the Force's 

Forensic Services Department last month 

as part of her degree course.

Forensic science student blogs about her 
work placement with the Force

Stephanie has started a blog which will be 

posted onto the Force's website recording 

her personal experiences and development 

during her placement at the state of the art 

facility in Birmingham. 

Throughout her time with the Force, 

Stephanie will work within a number 

of fields of forensic science, including 

fingerprints, lab work and crime scene 

management. 
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'Pedigree' police officer Suzanne Cheek has been named the force's Dog Handler of the Year 
2013 after becoming the region's first female police dog training instructor. 

PC Cheek made West Midlands policing 

history last October on gaining her national 

police dog instructors badge, a qualification 

paving the way for her to achieve a lifetime 

ambition of training future police dog 

handlers.

Dog Handler of the Year Suzanne makes 
WMP history 

Newsboard

It rounded off a busy 12 months for the 

36-year-old who'd seen her faithful four-

legged crime fighter PD Beau; a Belgian 

Malinois retire from police service after a 

career in which she was the nemesis of 

countless criminals. 

PD King a lively German shepherd 

Suzanne's nurtured since his puppy days 

is now stepping in Beau's paw prints and 

already leaving his mark on crime suspects. 

They include three men suspected of 

Stephanie, aged 21, who lives in 

Wolverhampton, said: "The placement was 

a fantastic opportunity for me to develop my 

knowledge and experience forensic work. 

There is a lot of myth around forensics 

following programmes such as CSI or other 

American dramas, but in reality things work 

a lot differently. 

"The work experience at the police gives me 

the chance to experience everything from 

answering the phone to dealing with evidence 

and going to crime scenes. At the end of the 

placement I will have to write a report which 

will go towards my final degree." 

Stephanie will work 30 hours a week, 

Wednesday-Friday and will be joined 

by another forensic student from 

Wolverhampton University next month. 

This is the fifth year running that the force 

has provided gap-year placements for 

forensic science and crime scene science 

students. 

In the past the placements have provide 

hugely successful, with 11 students being 

offered full-time jobs within forensics at West 

Midlands Police. 

Darren Riley, a senior fingerprint expert, who 

co-ordinates the student training said: 

"We have had student placements for a 

number of years and they provide a benefit 

both to the students and to the force. 

"The students get to experience real life 

forensic work both at crime scenes and in 

the labs. It is a commitment, as the students 

have to work 30 hours a week and do not 

get paid, but they will get invaluable on-the-

job experience." 

He added: "The students can also specialise 

in areas of forensics that they are particularly 

interested in, for example on student who 

also worked as a DJ, spent time working in 

the audio unit of the facility and is now one 

of our full-time audio specialists." 

The Forensics department has recently 

undergone a re-organisation which has 

brought all area of crime scene expertise, 

including DNA testing, fingerprint 

work, digital forensics and crime scene 

management under one roof. 

The fascinating work of forensics was 

recently showcased in a special 12-hour 

'tweetathon' via @wmpolice.

More than 80,000 people followed tweets 

from the Forensic Scene Investigators 

(FSIs) as they attended crimes and shared 

a number of scientific processes used to 

enhance evidence left at scenes such as 

fingerprints and footwear impressions. 

For more information about the work of 

forensics go to our website www.west-
midlands.police.uk and click on the link 

http://wmpforensics.wordpress.com/ 

»



4 - The Billboard - Issue 33 - February 2014 www.thebillboard.co.uk

Newsboard

carrying out an October 9 burglary in 

Alum Rock who came off second best 

in a game of hide and seek when King's 

supreme sniffing skills led officers to their 

wasteland shelter. 

Suzanne is also a specialist search dog 

handler who provides expert advice to 

senior officers ahead of major events 

and has also spent time with forces 

across the UK to help plan for protests, 

demonstrations and marches. 

"It's a real honour to be nominated as 

the force's Dog Handler of the Year," said 

Suzanne, who joined West Midlands Police 

in 1995 before becoming a handler in 

2001. "Since being a Police Cadet I've 

always wanted to work with police dogs, so 

to achieve my instructor's qualification and 

get this award recognition in the same year 

is amazing. 

"Working with the dog unit is very satisfying; 

our police dog breeding and training scheme 

is hugely successful and producing highly 

talented dogs that are helping us keep the 

region's streets safe. Their tracking and 

search skills are a key element in our fight 

against crime, hunting down offenders and 

uncovering vital evidence." 

Two years ago PC Cheek played a key role in 

the force's response to the summer disorder, 

co-ordinating deployment of police dogs to 

support officers in riot flashpoints across 

Birmingham. 

But along with PD Beau they also helped 

bolster the frontline, quelling the trouble and 

protecting property, whilst coming under 

attack. 

"Beau performed brilliantly during the 2011 

disorder," added Suzanne, who collected 

her award at police HQ on Friday (25 Oct). 

"We came under attack from petrol bombs 

in Soho Road and were on the scene when 

shots were fired at officers near the Barton 

Arms, but she never flinched. 

"She's now enjoying a much-deserved 

retirement as a pet with me at home in 

Staffordshire!" 

West Midlands Police Sergeant Phil 

Cannings said the award recognised PC 

Cheek's commitment to the dog unit, 

adding: "Sue is a hugely motivated dog 

handler who constantly aims to improve and 

widen her knowledge and experience." 

PD Beau is keeping herself busy making 

public appearances for the Retired West 

Midlands Police Dog Benevolent Fund, most 

recently visiting St Paul's Girls School in 

Edgbaston which has chosen the charity as 

one of their two fundraising good causes. 

Up to 10 police dogs each year retire from 

active duty in West Midlands Police and 

the fund is available to anyone (ex-handlers 

or members of the public) caring for dogs 

previously operational with the force. 

Money from the fund can help pay for 

treatment like operations, blood tests, 

medication, X-rays or hydro-therapy. 

For more information check out the Fund's 

website www.retiredwmpd.org.uk and @
RetiredWMP_Dog Twitter feed. 

'Gino' has won West Midlands Police's top dog accolade for helping arrest a violent car thief 
who knocked down two pedestrians after stealing a car in Birmingham city centre.

Gino and handler PC Nigel Weston received 

the force's Police Dog Action of the Year 

award in recognition of their heroics 

overpowering a drink-driver who lashed out 

at the pair when they tracked him down in 

Handsworth. Prolific crook Trevor McKenzie 

strangled the three-year-old German 

Hero hound named police top dog for 
catching car thief

shepherd  who graduated through the 

force's in-house breed and training scheme  

with its own dog collar and even bit Gino's 

neck as he tried to escape.

But Gino refused to be beaten and dragged 

McKenzie down as he tried scaling a six-

foot fence and maintained his grip despite 

being repeatedly punched and kicked.

PC Weston was also assaulted as he 

fought with the 29-year-old deploying CS 

spray in an attempt to subdue him before 

colleagues responded to his radio 'panic 
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button' alert and rushed to their aid.

McKenzie, from Carlton Avenue in 

Handsworth, was arrested and later 

charged with aggravated vehicle taking and 

assaulting a police officer; he was jailed 

at Birmingham Crown Court on November 

2 last year for a total of 27 months and 

handed a four-year drive ban.

PC Weston and his four-legged crime 

fighter received their award at a special 

ceremony at West Midlands Police HQ.

Sergeant Pete Cossar, who nominated the 

courageous pair, said:

"This was an outstanding arrest by an 

excellent dog team in the face of extreme 

aggression. Both handler and dog showed 

total commitment to detain a very violent, 

dangerous man.

"It was fortunate PC Weston only received a 

minor arm injury during the violent struggle 

and that Gino was uninjured. They are very 

deserving of this award."

And after the presentation Nigel reflected 

on the dramatic events of 30 September 

last year when they confronted McKenzie in 

Crocketts Road.

He said:

"There's no doubt in my mind McKenzie 

was trying to kill Gino. He lashed out 

repeatedly at the dog and even bit him on 

the neck Gino had only been in service 

a matter of months but he demonstrated 

complete courage and determination to 

protect me and keep the offender at the 

scene until back-up arrived."

PC Weston and Gino were called to 

Crocketts Road, off Holyhead Road, just 

after 3am after police found a stolen Seat 

car abandoned in a nearby street.

 

Witnesses described seeing McKenzie  

who'd collided with two women in Ladywell 

Walk, leaving them needing hospital care 

for extensive bruising run into gardens but 

before long Gino led his handler to an alley 

where he emerged sweating profusely and 

panting.

 

PC Weston continued: "He ignored my 

calls to stand still and tried climbing a 

fence but Gino grabbed hold of a leg 

and pulled him down. He grabbed hold 

of Gino's neck collar and twisted it in an 

attempt to strangle him I could hear the 

dog choking but he refused to let go. I 

struck him several times but he continued 

lashing out he was in a frenzied state and 

it later emerged he was high on drink and 

drugs.

"Gino is just one of many fantastic, highly 

trained police dogs in our unit who are 

as every bit as committed to catching 

criminals and keeping people safe as 

police officers. They do an amazing job." 

A good citizen who wrestled £3,000 back from a temple robber and ignored pleas from the 
thief to "split the cash" if he let him go has been honoured for his actions. 

Anthony Simpson was parking his car 

near Walsall High Street's Guru Nanak 

Gurdwara on 21 September last year when 

he spotted Gurnam Dulai running with a 

handbag swiped from a worshipper at the 

Sikh temple. 

Callous Dulai had spotted his victim a 

26-year-old woman withdraw money from 

Good Citizen honoured for chasing down 
temple robber

a bank, followed her to afternoon prayers 

and, as she removed her shoes, pounced 

to snatch the bag. 

Security consultant Mr Simpson, from 

Handsworth Wood, gave chase and caught 

up with the 45-year-old in Lombard Street 

where he pinned him to the ground. 

Dulai eventually struggled free but not 

before the have-a-go-hero prised the cash 

from his grip and handed it back to the 

relieved worshipper. 

Detectives found blood droplets at 

the scene which, after forensics 

analysis, returned a DNA 'hit' pointing 

to Birmingham man Dulai, of no fixed 

address, as the offender. »
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Police caught up with him the following 

month when his car was stopped by 

officers in Forge Lane, West Bromwich; 

he was later jailed 30 months at 

Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

And at a West Midlands Police presentation 

ceremony on November 14 Mr Simpson 

was handed a Good Citizen's Award by 

Chief Constable Chris Sims and Deputy 

Police and Crime Commissioner Yvonne 

Mosquito. 

Sandwell Police Chief Superintendent Mark 

Robinson said: 

"Mr Simpson's sense of civic duty and 

bravery is commendable; he could easily 

have turned a blind eye but felt moved 

to chase the thief and help out a clearly 

distressed victim. 

"The robber even tried offering him part 

of the cash but he ignored the 'deal' and 

returned the money to its rightful owner. 

"The fact that someone was robbed within 

the grounds of the temple shocked and 

appalled the local community but Mr 

Simpson's actions helped us ensure justice 

was done. We were able to trace Dulai and 

he was jailed for 30 months."

A Princes Trust team working with Birmingham Police have produced a video to raise 
awareness about homelessness in the city. 

The 17 minute film, called 'It Could Have 

Been You' has been written, acted and 

produced by the members of the team 

after several weeks of fundraising as part of 

their community project. 

The film had its premiere at the Odeon 

on New Street in Birmingham on Friday 1 

November. 

The students invited many homeless 

people to the launch, and prepared packed 

lunches for everyone who attended. 

Working from Digbeth Police Station and 

supervised by local officers, the team 

spent several weeks raising money and 

Odeon premiere for Birmingham Prince's 
Trust homeless film

then interviewing homeless people, police 

officers, Big Issue vendors and homeless 

charities to make the video. 

PC Ian Northcott who has been involved in 

the scheme said: "It is projects like this that 

show the real value that the Prince's Trust, 

both for the teams and for the community 

who they benefit. 

"The film will be available for all sorts of 

organisations to use to raise awareness 

about homelessness, and we already have 

colleges, schools, libraries and other police 

officers who are going to use the film. 

"None of this would have been possible 

without the help of Tesco, Amey, 

Hennessey’s Bar and Stuart Ziane, who 

gave up his time for free to help us make 

the film." 

The 12 week course is varied and 

includes a community project and 

team challenges in the community. The 

young people also gain a qualification in 

Teamwork, Community and Employability 

Skills, plus a First Aid, Food Hygiene and 

Leadership Skills Training. 

For more information on joining The 

Prince's Trust team programme or to find 

out more please visit the website at  

www.princes-trust.org.uk
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West Midlands Police dog handlers Damian Smart and Lindsay Whitehouse have tied the knot 
in a marriage first for the force's Dog Unit. 

But there were two notable absentees from 

the guest list when the couple exchanged 

vows in a leafy Worcestershire village 

ceremony last month; their faithful four-

legged companions, Police Dogs Shadow 

and Nina. 

Determined their 'other' other-halves 

wouldn't miss out on the celebrations, 

though, the pair arranged a special 

wedding blessing at West Midlands Police's 

dog training centre in Balsall Common 

flanked by their German shepherd 

witnesses. 

And PDs Shadow and Nina certainly 

approved of the force chaplain chosen 

to conduct the ceremony Reverend John 

Butcher! 

Damian, who met Lindsay in January 2010 

on a police dog training refresher course, 

said: "We're both dog lovers, we have five 

between us, including our police dogs 

but as the wedding venue didn't have 

kennelling facilities it wasn't possible for 

them to be involved on our big day. Plus 

paw prints wouldn't have looked good on 

Lindsay's white dress! 

"Because dogs play such a big part in our 

lives and that it's the first time two handlers 

have tied the knot we wanted to get them 

involved. So we arranged a special wedding 

blessing with a police chaplain; Shadow 

and Nina were impeccably behaved...the 

perfect guests!" 

PC Smart has been with West Midlands 

Police's Dog Unit for more than a decade 

whilst PC Whitehouse who handles 

specialist sniffer dogs alongside German 

shepherd all-rounders joined the team in 

2007. 

The pair have worked on the same shift 

Police newlyweds in the dog house!

together since April 2012 and been 

involved in several high-profile incidents 

including the Black Country mosque 

bomb attacks last year, security at 

party conferences and have supported 

operations in Northern Ireland. 

PD Shadow has caught more than 30 

crime suspects in his three-year career 

to date including a car-jacker, a robber 

who stole a cabbie's takings and torched 

his taxi and, just two weeks ago, a man 

wanted over an armed security van raid. 

He was also in the thick of 2011's summer 

riots, helping bring order to the region's 

streets, and has helped keep order at 

several English Defence League protests. 

PD Nina has only been operational for a 

matter of months but is already proving to 

be a criminals' nemesis! Damian added: 

"Recently Nina led Lindsay to a burglary 

suspect who tried to evade capture by 

hiding on a flat roof 25ft up and she's 

proved rock-solid during the EDL violence 

in July where she stood her ground in the 

face of aggression and missiles." 

The newlyweds also handle Police Dogs 

Jake and Ben both of which are specialist 

search dogs and have a pet Boxer called 

Lola at their home in Wednesbury. 

Damian 
Smart, 
Rev John 
Butcher, 
Lindsay 
Whitehouse 
and PD's 
Shadow and 
Nina.
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There is significant research evidencing the positive outcomes which 
emerge when social capital theory is engaged in school communities i.e. 
a belief that networks of neighbourhoods can and will work together. 

Merseyside Police 
‘SIGNAL’ change in 
school communities 

These positive outcomes can be 

measured in terms of better health, 

lower crime rates and increased educational 

achievement. There remain however, some 

key questions; how do we develop any 

proven best practices to account for the 

diverse nature of and between communities? 

Furthermore, how do we sustain any best 

practices beyond any short-term ‘feel good’ 

factor and funding limitations? 

There lie some answers in the developing 

picture of Citizenship Education in schools 

and in Higher Education (HE) especially 

where the school curriculum and that of 

HE can be connected to communities via 

volunteerism as part of the ‘big-picture’ of 

education for citizenship. 

There are many forms of volunteering and 

ways in which to volunteer. Within academic 

circles globally, there is a growing interest in 

a specific form of volunteering i.e. Service-

Learning, it offers a means by which HE 

can balance its service to community with 

their volunteer student-base, as reciprocal 

value learning experiences are generated in 

schools and communities. In Merseyside, 

there is a model of Service-Learning; 

namely the Schools Intergenerational 

Nurturing and Learning Project (SIGNAL) 

which has been delivered across the region 

for over ten years.  

SIGNAL is a partnership approach to 

learning which has engaged volunteer, 

Liverpool Hope University student teachers 

and police officers in school community 

projects alongside other partners. These 

have included Liverpool and Everton 

Football Club, local charities including 

the Dark Horse Venture, Small Wonders, 

Rotary, small medium sized enterprises 

(SMEs) and individuals meaningful and 

relevant to unique school communities, 

such as faith leaders. Ultimately, 

SIGNAL mirrors the Chief Constable Jon 

Murphy’s call to ‘just talk’, it facilitates 

the connection of people’s values in their 

communities for a shared aim and goal; 

to increase the life opportunities for our 

future citizens i.e. our children. 

SIGNAL has three stages i.e. engage, 

educate and celebrate. These stages follow 

a very flexible format:

Merseyside Police with pupils from St Vincents School for sensory impairment.
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Over the years 
Merseyside 

Police has been the 
key partner to SIGNAL. 
Many thanks must be 
given to all the officers 
who have given of their 
time and ideas to make 
it work.

1. Children reflect on their community 

needs and establish a focus. Traditionally 

these foci have followed Liverpool FC ‘Truth 

for Youth’ messages e.g. ‘show racism the 

red card’ ‘give bullying the boot’ ‘kick drugs 

into touch’. 

2. Liverpool Hope student teachers design 

classroom lessons to support the focus 

such as writing anti-drug poems, designing 

anti-bullying posters, writing and recording 

songs etc.; community partners are asked to 

support these lessons. 

3. The school pupils generate a ‘business’, 

learning the elements of enterprise by 

bringing all their work together at a 

community celebration. 

Past projects are celebrated in www.
schoolsinteractive.co.uk. SIGNAL was 

recently noted in the Association of 

Chief Police Officers newsletter, Issue 12 

‘Merseyside Police PREVENT team use 

SIGNAL with student teachers.’ 

This year SIGNAL enters a new phase. 

The designer of the SIGNAL process, and 

new Principal at St Vincent’s School for 

Sensory Impairment Dr John Patterson, is 

embedding the SIGNAL process as part of 

the school curriculum. Engaging with past 

SIGNAL partners and school networks, 

SIGNAL will be embedded to challenge two 

national statistics: 

1. 85% of visually impaired pupils will not 

find employment 

2. They can have 5-6 less friends.  

A raft of varied projects under the SIGNAL 

process will be undertaken to connect 

communities with what has been termed St 

Vincent’s ‘Education and Enterprise village’. 

Importantly, St. Vincent’s pupils will manage 

these projects demonstrating their strengths 

and abilities to potential employers. There 

are already some exciting innovative ideas 

emerging from the creative space provided. 

Indeed, some ideas are already showing 

potential for children to pilot their own 

SMEs and generate their own employment. 

Wonderful, supportive partnerships are being 

spawned such as between volunteers from 

Liverpool College, Sainsbury’s, Merseycare 

and Liverpoolcitizens. When people get 

together for a common reason, free from the 

‘tick-box’ culture of performativity, creativity 

and real social cohesion flourishes.

Over the years Merseyside Police has 

been the key partner to SIGNAL. Many 

thanks must be given to all the officers 

who have given of their time and ideas to 

make it work. There are massive overlaps 

between the aims of education, and the 

diversionary interventions of policing. 

It is wonderful when serving teachers 

and serving officers come together in 

community, and realise they are speaking 

the same language. The SIGNAL process 

has facilitated just this for over ten years, 

holding to a belief that it is the ‘little 

things’, those by-the-by conversations 

that make the big things happen. It is 

indeed those ‘little things’, which are of 

importance to communities. The learning 

experience of which has been shared 

amongst student teachers, and made 

possible by Merseyside Police.

This year two project which can be shared 

now is the schools ‘Horticulture’ project 

and its ‘Solar Panel’ bid. In partnership 

with Palmerston School, St Vincent’s has 

planted a range of fruit trees. The aim 

is to nurture them and make our own 

brand of jam. The science, maths and 

enterprise lessons surrounding this will 

be supported by Hope students and staff. 

Merseyside Police has been helpful in 

providing resources to make this happen. 

Also, our bid to ‘go green’ and place solar 

panels in school is an opportunity for our 

pupils to hone their communications skills 

as they encourage organisations to buy 

a solar panel in support. As part of that, 

we will run fund raising events focussing 

on music and performance. Social capital 

works, it just needs the will and the ideas 

by which to connect people into talking 

and action.

If you would like to help our pupils gain 

employment skills and challenge the 85% 

unemployment and less friends’ statistics, 

please consider following our projects 

at www.stvin.com or indeed supporting 

our solar bid www.solarschools.org.uk/
stvincents
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An interview with the extraordinary John Jochimsen; renowned photo 
journalist, revered Police Volunteer.

Through the lens of 
a Photojournalist

John Jochimsen is a remarkable man, 

with an equally remarkable life, retiring 

at 67 to a farm in Slinfold, West Sussex, 

John, now 84, lives in nearby Southwater 

where he has been a Sussex police 

volunteer for more than 16 years.

John has written two books, a novel ‘Kings 

Flight’ and his wildly entertaining memoirs 

’80 years gone in a flash’.

“My father was a journalist for The Times 

in the 30’s he was relief correspondent 

in Paris and I suppose it comes from him 

really, the writing side, after the war he 

went to Hansard and became a senior 

reporter there.

I started off in the film industry (he left 

school at 16 to join the government’s 

Colonial Film Unit, then part of the 

Ministry of Information.) with another lad 

of 16 called Billy Williams who shot ‘On 

Golden pond’ and ‘Gandhi’ (Billy Williams 

OBE, BSC Cinematographer, Oscar winner) 

I’m still great pals with Bill I was out to 

lunch with him last week.

Things just happen to John, our brief 

chat is peppered with huge names he 

drops without a hint of pretense, these are 

simply people he knew. 

“I was just thinking the other day I’ve 

sang a duet with Julie Andrews” he says; 

without a hint of importance.

“The pub we used to go to in Shepperton 

’The ship’, Julies mum used to play the 

piano there, we got to know her and she 

used to ask us back when the pub closed 

and sometimes Julie was there, she was 

in ‘The boyfriend’ at the time and two or 

three times I sang with her you know in an 

inebriated state.”

The most remarkable picture in John 

Jochimsen’s distinguished career as a 

photojournalist is the one conspicuous 

by its absence from an extraordinary 

collection of images.

It was in February 1952 that John, then 

just 22, found himself standing with two 

other photographers outside the Royal 

Sagana Lodge in Kenya, minutes after 

Princess Elizabeth received news of 

Through the 

lens of a 

photojournalist 

is available 

as a Kindle 

download and 

can be found 

priced £24.99 

in all good book 

shops or online 

retailers.
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her father King George VI’s death. But 

respecting her wishes not to take pictures 

of her first moments as Queen they laid 

their cameras in the dust and watched her 

drive away.

“I am possibly one of the only press still 

alive who first saw her as Queen that 

morning,” John said, “and I have been 

asked many times since whether that kind 

of respect would be given today. My reply 

has always been, sadly no. It’s the picture 

that got away.”

Over the years John photographed 

countless world leaders and royalty, 

including Haile Selassie, Winston 

Churchill, Soviet premiers Khrushchev and 

Bulganin, US Presidents Jimmy Carter and 

Ronald Reagan with his wife Nancy, Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher, The Queen 

and Queen Mother, the Shah of Persia and 

King Hussein of Jordan.

“I think my favourite person to photograph 

was sir Gerald Templar in Malaya, he was 

in charge of Malaya during the terrorist 

uprising of 54 and he was great man, he’d 

read a parody on Hiawatha and for two 

months he would call me Hiawatha. We 

got very friendly and when he came back 

we drank together.

“I liked Maggie Thatcher she was ok, she 

was one of those people that woe betide 

you if she didn’t like you.

“I was in the first Q7 meeting in Number 

10; I tell this story in the book.

“I was there to take pictures of Canadian 

Prime minister Elliot Trudeau, Chancellor 

of Germany Helmut Schmidt and US 

President Carter. One day Trudeau said 

to me “have a drink John” the Prime 

minister James Callaghan heard him say 

that and said “no he’s not here to drink 

he’s here to take pictures”, well that did it; 

Trudeau, Schmidt and Carter got together 

and had a bet going on who would get 

me to have a drink first without Callaghan 

knowing. Trudeau won; he got me to have 

a double Gin and Tonic. I had to down it 

quite quickly!” 

“I think I honestly liked the Queen mum 

the most, she was a lovely person. We’d 

never said a word to one another when 

she said to me on one occasion “Mr 

Jochimsen; how are your four children?” I 

didn’t know she even knew me and from 

then on she would say “good morning Mr 

Jochimsen” she had a memory like an 

encyclopaedia, she was a lovely, lovely 

lady.  

“I used to do quite a lot of work for the 

Ministry of Defence.

“I went up to Rosyth in Scotland to 

work on one of the old wartime, wooden 

minesweepers, there were ten of these 

minesweepers, I was taking pictures of 

one of them. We were going round the 

north of Scotland and into Liverpool. I was 

sleeping on a kind of couch in the mess 

it was about the only place to sleep, I was 

fully dressed, I’d just taken my jacket off 

and the next thing I landed on the floor 

and then the ship just went the other 

way, I kind of pulled myself together and 

grabbed the cameras, it was pitch black, I 

got up onto the bridge, luckily an enclosed 

bridge and I wedged myself in where they 

kept the charts. 

The officer on the bridge had fallen and 

hit his head, we were going up and down 

about 16ft and eventually everybody was 

sick on bored except the chief engineer, 

the captain and myself, then the captain 

said to me can you go down and steer 

the ship? I’d never steered a ship in my 

life! I got down there and the bosun was 

groaning on the floor “just try and keep 

it on what it is” he said. We were going 

down 16ft and up 16ft and this was 

going on all through the night, I luckily 

hadn’t been sick, I mean I don’t know if 

it was lucky or not (laughs) things calmed 

down eventually and everyone was sort of 

coming round, I had a stiff whisky, took 

some more pictures and when we got to 

Liverpool I said goodbye to everybody, got 

off the boat and walked straight into the 

Admiral, he said to me “how did you get 

Above: John Jochimsen as a young 
photojournalist. Right: John today, author, 
police volunteer.

I think I 
honestly liked 

the Queen mum the 
most, she was a lovely 
person. We’d never said 
a word to one another 
when she said to me 
on one occasion “Mr 
Jochimsen; how are 
your four children?” I 
didn’t know she even 
knew me...

»
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on me boy? I had to steer the ship” I said 

“So did I and I’m not bloody well going to 

do it again either.” 

“It’s been a wonderful life really and now 

of course I work for the police.”

John has been a Sussex police volunteer 

for 17 years at Southwater community 

Police Station.

“It works exactly the same as a front office 

in any police station but its run completely 

by volunteers. I don’t believe there’s very 

many run by volunteers. The chap who 

runs it is called David Scott, he was a 

commander in the surrey force but had 

to retire due to sickness, he is a reverend 

with two PhD’s, he was ordained in the 

force, he’s a wonderful bloke. There’s 

about five of us who have worked there 

It was while researching his memoirs 

four years ago that John realised many of 

his photographs of significant moments 

in British and colonial history were fast 

being lost. So began a trail of discovery in 

which he traced some of the original 5x4in 

colour transparencies and black and white 

images to the Imperial War Museum, the 

Media Museum and the Royal Collection at 

Windsor, bringing 120 of them together for 

this special edition.  

Through The Lens… is as much a social as 

it is a political and industrial commentary, 

which throws new light on our recent 

past. As a biopic it ranks among the most 

It was while 
researching his 

memoirs four years ago 
that John realised many 
of his photographs of 
significant moments 
in British and colonial 
history were fast being 
lost.

for 15, 16 and 17 years. We also have a 

volunteer who lived in South Africa for a 

long time and for seven years he was a 

policeman there. 

“We received the Queen’s award for 

volunteers in 2006. We are fully trained and 

were now recruiting staff in West Sussex. 

There are currently 24 of us; four on a day, 

two in the morning two in the afternoon, 

five days a week and we act exactly the 

same as any other police station. It’s 

unique but it works.”

Through The Lens of a Photojournalist’ 

by John Jochimsen is published by MX 

Publishing (www.mxpublishing.co.uk), 

priced at £24.99. It is available as a Kindle 

download from Amazon and through online 

retailers and good bookshops. 

Above left: 
Photograph taken 
from Johns new 
book.

Above right: Johns 
memoirs '80 years 
gone in a flash 
available  in all 
good bookshops 
and as a kindle 
download.

Below: The 
photgraph 'Soldiers'
which made the 
front cover of 
'Today'.

comprehensive of the 20th Century.

“I’ve put together 120 pictures, one to 

a page, there’s nothing on the police 

force unfortunately because I gave up 

photography when it went digital. it’s 

just pictures, there’s no kind of rhyme or 

reason to them, they cover my overseas 

trips because I was nearly always 

overseas, the only place I’ve never been is 

south America but I can’t say that worries 

me a lot because I never feel like I want 

to go on holiday anymore having spent so 

much time in hotels and aircrafts; I just 

don’t bother, being at home feels like a 

holiday at this point.”
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(Formerly www.forcesdiscounts-police.co.uk) rewarding those who keep 
us safe. Free website helps all Police Staff including Officers, PSCO’s and 
Specials to obtain useful discounts online and in their local high 
street stores.

Rewards for Police

We ask our Police Force to do so 

many brave and difficult things on 

our behalf- they all deserve our respect, 

support and admiration. We ask them to 

bear responsibilities which others could 

never shoulder and to take risks heading 

into the very situations from which others 

would run away.

Rewards for Police is an opportunity to 

recognise this and to Reward those that 

protect our families, our homes and our 

neighbourhoods. An extensive list of the 

discounts available to the members of 

the Police Force can be found at www.
rewardsforpolice.co.uk. Those who work 

as Operational Support, Constables, 

Special Constables, Detectives, PSCO’s 

and all other Police Staff are eligible to 

join.

How much can Members expect to save?
Every company listed on www.
rewardsforpolice.co.uk is offering 

discounts/benefits not available to the 

general public; those who work in the 

Police Force can expect to save between 

£550 and £1000 on average each year. 

Discounts include: Restaurants, Theme 

Parks and Attractions, Theatre Breaks, 

Health and Fitness, Sport & Outdoors, 

Motoring & Car Hire, Holidays and Travel, 

Short Breaks, Special Occasions, Phones 

& Computers, and Insurance.

Optional ID card available for proof of 
eligibility for discounts
www.rewardsforpolice.co.uk are 

offering an optional solution to proving 

eligibility by providing our members 

with an identification card to prove their 

entitlement to discounts within Rewards 

for Police friendly stores. The cards will 

ensure that discounts are only received 

by this community and are an easy way of 

staff identifying those who are entitles to 

discounts and those that are not.

If you are part of the Police Community, 
this website is for you! 
Operational Support, Constables, Special 

Constables, Detectives, PSCO’s and all 

other Police Staff as well as those who 

have retired from the Police Force are all 

welcome.

Rewards for Police- Rewarding those who 

keep us safe.

Go to www.rewardsforpolice.co.uk for 

a list of the discounts available. If you’d 

like more information or to schedule 

an interview with a representative 

please call 01604 647 770 or 

email Katrina McMahon on katrina@
atlanticonlinemedia.com
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A Volunteer Police Cadet from Greenwich has been awarded an Assistant 
Commissioner’s Commendation after he saved an elderly woman from a 
blazing house in Eltham, whilst on his paper-round.

Volunteer Police Cadet 
receives Commendation

Fifteen-year-old Joshua Robertson 

saw smoke coming from the address 

in Alderwood Road, Eltham as he was 

delivering Sunday newspapers in July 2013.

He heard the smoke alarm going off and 

banged on the door to check if anybody was 

inside. An elderly woman answered the door, 

but refused to leave the house, which was 

now full of smoke and had flames engulfing 

the kitchen.

Joshua alerted neighbours, who called 

the emergency services and, covering his 

face, he went back into the house, where 

he talked to the woman and eventually 

managed to persuade her to get out of 

the house.

Joshua, who is a student at the Saint Paul’s 

Academy in Greenwich, said: "She was very 

shocked and distressed and as I rushed into 

the house I saw that the kitchen and parts 

of the floor were on fire. It seemed that the 

fire had started from the toaster. I told the 

woman that she had to get out right away 

but at first she wouldn’t leave.”

Emergency services arrived shortly after and 

both Joshua and the woman - in her 70s - 

were taken to hospital suffering from smoke 

inhalation, but were both discharged later 

that day.

Joshua cited the skills that he has learned 

as a Police Cadet, his experiences on the 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards and his work 

as a volunteer at a care home in Abbey 

Wood all helped him to remain calm in 

the situation.

Joshua said: "Looking back I feel very happy 

and proud that I was able to help save her 

life. I don’t think she would have left her 

house without my help.”

Joshua was recognised for his 

heroic efforts and was awarded the 

commendation by Assistant Commissioner 

Simon Byrne for his ‘bravery, tenacity and 

maturity' at a ceremony held on Friday, 10 

January. He attended the ceremony, held 

at New Scotland Yard, accompanied by his 

mother, Judith Robertson and the Deputy 

Head Teacher from Saint Paul’s Academy, 

Tony Ring.

Superintendent Parm Sandhu, from 

Greenwich borough police, who also 

attended the ceremony, said: “Joshua 

joined our Volunteer Police Cadets a year 

ago and in that short time, he’s proved 

to be popular and hardworking. He’s also 

very extremely modest - we only found out 

about his life-saving efforts after his fellow 

cadets told us.

“It’s an amazing story and many people 

would have given up at the first attempt 

and waited for the Fire Brigade to arrive. 

However, Joshua didn’t give up, and having 

already seen the extent of the fire, he rushed 

back into the house and undoubtedly saved 

the lady’s life in doing so.

“Joshua’s bravery, tenacity, calmness and 

quick thinking are in keeping with the best 

traditions of the Metropolitan Police Service, 

and his efforts are all the more astonishing 

considering he is one of the youngest 

members of the police family.”

Left to Right, Josuas mother, Mrs J Robertson, Assistant Commissioner Simon Byrne, Volunteer Police Cadet Joshua 
Robertson, Deputy head of Joshuas school Mr Tony Ring and Supt Parm Sandhu, Greenwich Borough.
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A West Midlands Police puppy walker who set up a charity to support 
retired police dogs is lobbying the government for a law change to help 
protect police dogs in the line of duty. 

Petition lobbies for greater 

police dog protection

Dave Hibbert the man behind the 

Retired West Midlands Police Dog 

Benevolent Fund has launched an online 

Ministry of Justice petition which he hopes 

will persuade MPs to back his proposals to 

afford police dogs greater protection. 

At present, anyone attacking or indeed 

killing a police dog can only face a charge of 

criminal damage unlike in many American 

states where assaults on police dogs are 

treated the same as those on police officers. 

Dave believes a new law recognising dogs 

as serving "members" of the police force 

would make thugs think twice before lashing 

out and also secure stiffer punishments for 

offenders. 

To sign the online petition visit: http://
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/57585 
Dave said: 

"Police dogs do a fantastic job protecting our 

communities and on a daily basis there are 

examples where dogs have tracked crime 

suspects, uncovered stolen property or 

sniffed out vital evidence. They are the first 

to be called in when dangerous situations 

occur and they often put themselves on the 

line to protect their fellow officers. 

"However, despite the invaluable work police 

dogs do for their communities, in law they 

are only considered "property". At present 

an attack on a police dog would only be 

considered criminal damage which I don’t 

think provides enough of a punishment or 

deterrent. 

"One of my own puppies, Police Dog Usha, 

was once attacked with a glass bottle and 

there have been recent examples of other 

police dogs being assaulted by criminals. 

There seems to be a growing trend of 

attacks on police dogs (and horses) and I 

feel now is the time to push for a law change 

recognising the sterling work police dogs do 

for their communities. 

"We need 100,000 signatures in order to 

bring the matter to parliament for discussion 

so I’d be very grateful if people could click 

on the link and support our bid." 

West Midlands Police dog Gino was 

attacked, strangled with his own collar 

and even bitten by a violent car thief 

who knocked down two pedestrians after 

stealing a car in Birmingham city centre in 

September 2012. 

Gino refused to be beaten, though, and 

dragged the crook down as he tried scaling a 

six-foot fence and maintained his grip despite 

being repeatedly punched and kicked. 

The offender was later jailed for aggravated 

vehicle taking; but there was no additional 

punishment for the attack on PD Gino. 

And in November, Met Police dog Fuzz was 

struck with a metal bar by a robbery suspect 

wanted for stealing a moped; Fuzz kept hold 

of the man until he was arrested but was 

rushed for veterinary treatment to a cut eye 

and bleeding nose. 

Dave added: "Assistance dogs, such as 

guide dogs, have been recognised as being 

an extension of the assisted person and I’m 

campaigning to see police dogs classed as 

representing an extension of their police 

handler. 

"I need 100,000 names on the petition to 

officially get it raised in parliament but even 

if I don’t reach that target I’m hoping the 

campaign will generate enough support 

so that MPs take notice and will take our 

campaign further." 

The online petition will be open until 28 

November 2014.

We need 
100,000 

signatures in order 
to bring the matter 
to parliament for 
discussion...
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Charitywatch

Alan Charles looking Pretty in Pink …

Police funding helps support Birmingham 
autism charity shop 

Police and Crime Commissioner Alan Charles was in the pink raising funds to tackle 
breast cancer.

Longbridge officers have helped secure funding for a local charity shop in Longbridge town 
centre which helps children with autism in an attempt to raise awareness of the condition 
within the community.

PCC Alan Charles said: "Around 55,000 

people receive the devastating diagnosis 

every year, but with research and support 

of organisations like the Breast Cancer 

Campaign, more and more are surviving. 

But research isn't free.

So, along with my Deputy, Hardyal Dhindsa, 

I agreed to become a stall-keeper for a day, 

selling cakes, biscuits and all manner of 

delicacies made and donated by my team 

and other staff at Police HQ."

The Commissioner and Mr Dhinsda were 

dressed in eye-watering style for ‘wear it 

pink', helping to raise funds for Breast 

Cancer Campaign's vital research. 

Attired in shocking (pink) outfits, they served 

hungry staff and visitors to Police HQ from 

a temporary store named Ye Olde OPCC 

Speciality Tuck shop.

The local neighbourhood team regularly 

come into contact with families and 

children affected by autism, which can 

often be seen as attributed to badly 

The effort raised over £200.00

Mr Charles said: "That was really quite hard 

work, I think I'll stick to the day job! But 

seriously, it was for a great cause and I 

would like to thank both my customers and 

those who provided my  stock."

behaved children or a reflection on 

parenting.

The team felt it was important to show 

their support for Autism Birmingham 

Community Interest Company so applied 

for funding from the Police Property Act 

fund.
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The shop opened at the end of August and 

has a sister shop, which opened earlier this 

year in Stirchley. The directors, who are 

parents to two boys with autism, noticed 

there were no existing charity shops in the 

area dedicated to helping those with the 

condition.

Funding from the shop and within the 

community is used to provide sensory 

equipment not currently funded by the 

NHS, such as sensory toys and dens, ear 

defenders and specialist bikes. It is also 

put towards activities including family fun 

days and experience days, for example 

attending football matches at Birmingham 

City Football Club. 

Sergeant Karl Pierpoint said: "Within this 

community there is not a great deal of 

understanding surrounding autism so we 

wanted to show our support to Autism 

Birmingham Community Interest Company 

to help break down these barriers. 

"In doing so we hope that this will further 

strength community spirit and show these 

families that local people want to help. 

"The activity co-ordinated by the directors, 

Lisa and Peter Mace, has already created 

some great opportunities within the 

community providing work experience 

to students who attend schools with 

special needs and adults that have been 

diagnosed with autism.     

"With additional plans to start parent and 

support groups and local businesses 

sending store managers for awareness 

training, the cause is growing and the whole 

community can benefit."

Commissioner gives funding to help divert 
offenders from crime
Growing crops in a new polytunnel funded by Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner Alan 
Charles is helping to give ex-offenders a sense of purpose and steer them away from crime.

The Commissioner donated £5,000 from 

his Crime Prevention Fund to help expand 

Rhubarb Farm's work with ex-offenders 

and volunteers recovering from alcohol or 

drugs abuse. 

He commented: “This is a brilliant, dual 

purpose project and I am delighted to 

support it with funding that will be well-

spent. Giving ex-offenders the chance to 

gain employable skills means they are less 

likely to return to crime – and that means 

fewer victims of crime.”

He went on: 

“Projects at this pioneering enterprise in 

Langwith aim to keep past offenders or »
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Criminal cash ploughed back into local 
communities
Police have donated over £91,000 worth of money seized from criminals in the West 
Midlands to local community projects. 

The money raised from the sale of 

property under the Proceeds of Crime Act 

(POCA) allows officers to recover money 

Charitywatch

those at risk of offending out of trouble and 

rebuilding their lives. When I formally opened 

the polytunnel, I met ex-offenders and 

volunteers who have now become paid staff 

at the farm, and others who are learning new 

skills that will enable them to become valued 

members of the community.”

30 years of knockout performances 
secures funding
A group of aspiring boxers from Cradley Heath can now get some new state of the art 
equipment and pay towards the rent of a room thanks to a donation from Sandwell Police. 

The group of young people from the 

Cradley Heath area of the borough applied 

for the funding the Police Property Act 

(PPA). 

PCSO Munmohan Sahota visited the club 

to hand over the cheque for £800 to boxing 

coaches Ernie Locke and Chris McCann. 

PCSO Sahota said: "I am delighted to be 

donating this money to a group which has 

such a positive effect for youngsters in 

our local community. We work closely with 

the younger members of our community 

to offer advice on how they can stay safe 

while responding to any issues affecting 

them and their peers. 

"This club gives young people a fantastic 

opportunity get involved in a positive 

sporting activity, whilst learning discipline 

and increasing determination and fitness." 

The boxing club is based at Cradley Heath 

Community Centre on Reddal Hill Road is 

open every Tuesday and Thursday between 

7-8:30pm. 

Ernie, who founded the club 30 years ago, 

works tirelessly alongside colleague of 25 

years Chris to encourage youngsters to get 

involved in the sport. 

Ernie said: "We are truly grateful for the 

West Midlands Police donation. This money 

will help us pay for new equipment and will 

allow us to put some money aside for the 

running costs of the club." 

The club is the latest group to benefit from 

money made available through the Police 

Property Act, a fund of money obtained 

through the sale of property which has 

been in the possession of the police for 

more than 12 months. 

Salad crops are already being grown in the 

polytunnel to provide more indoor work for 

ex-offenders, says Rhubarb Farm Managing 

Director, Jennie Street. 

The produce grown at the farm is distributed 

to the local community at very low cost 

through vegetable and salad boxes forming 

a real ‘win win’ situation. 

Income from sales and ‘veg bag’ customers 

is ploughed back into the project to create 

yet more crime-diverting opportunities at 

the farm.

and assets from criminals that has been 

gained through illegal activity. This money 

is then invested back into the community, 

assisting local projects and initiatives. 

The money from the Police Property Act 
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Running shoes at the ready in memory 
of fallen colleagues
Thirty five officers and staff members across Wiltshire Police are underway on their quest to 
run 250 miles each in 125 days.

The ‘Run to Remember’, which began on 

Sunday 1 December, see's officers and 

police staff across the country running  

in memory of PC Nicola Hughes and PC 

Fiona Bone who sadly lost their lives in 

a targeted gun and grenade attack in 

Manchester last year. 

Since their tragic deaths, the PC Nicola 

Hughes Memorial Fund has been 

established by Nicola's family and her 

father, Bryn Hughes, has called on 

runners and willing participants from 

police forces up and down the country  

to take part. 

fund will be distributed to 15 schemes and 

organisations to benefit local communities 

across the area. 

Schemes that will receive the money 

include: a £13,000 Retail Radio digital 

upgrade for Dudley Town Centre and 

£10,000 for mobile phone bungee cords 

for distribution by officers at events in 

Wolverhampton where there has been 

reported mobile thefts. 

Boxclever, a diversionary scheme for 

youngsters to reduce anti-social behaviour 

in Wolverhampton has been given £5,000 

two other boxing clubs in Tyburn and 

Small Heath Boxing Club have received 

over £13,000 between them. 

A course for youngsters focusing on 

reducing gang involvement has had 

£2,900 funding and £1,700 will be given 

to buy 100 Bike Register Kits for Quinton. 

Digbeth Princes Trust has been awarded 

over £1,000 for clothing a safety 

equipment and the Haven Centre has 

had the same amount to support youth 

provision on the Welsh farm Estate. 

Funding has been awarded to Radio Link 

for the Maypole area of Birmingham and 

£5,980 has been given to fund Retail radio 

in Bearwood.

£25,000 has been given to support GPS 

tagging units across Birmingham and 

£5,000 will pay for an interactive training 

product addressing gang culture and the 

impact on young people for primary schools 

across Wolverhampton.

Police and Crime Commissioner Bob Jones 

said:

"We are delighted to be able to re-distribute 

these funds into our communities across the 

West Midlands. The money will make a real 

difference to all the groups who have been 

successful in their bids.

"Seizing back the proceeds of crime 

means that criminals are not able to 

benefit from the goods and money they 

have taken. The money is being put to 

excellent use, by spending it on resources 

that will help prevent further people 

becoming victims of crime." 

The Proceeds of Crime Act ( POCA ) 

allows officers to recover money and 

assets gained by offenders through their 

criminal activity.

Officers can recover criminals' assets after 

they have been sentenced at court. If it 

is proved their assets came from criminal 

activities, they are given a certain length 

of time to pay back the money, or face 

a longer stint in jail while still owing the 

money.

This money is then invested back into the 

community, assisting local projects and 

initiatives. 

Hoping to get 10 people from each force 

to participate the response has been 

tremendous with 35 from Wiltshire alone 

joining nearly 1600 nationally.

Each participant has signed up to run an 

average of two miles a day until the 4th 

April, 125 days in total, agreeing to raise a 

minimum of £100 in the process. 

Proceeds from the ‘Run to Remember’ 

will go to Care of Police Survivors (COPS), 

Victim Support and the North West Police 

Benevolent Fund, the charities chosen by 

Nicola's family. 

Sergeant Louis McCoy based at 

Chippenham who is one of the runners 

taking part in the event said: 

We put the call out and people came 

running, quite literally! It’s hugely 

encouraging to see the number of 

colleagues that have got involved and 

we hope to raise a lot of money for this 

worthy cause. It is a big commitment but 

everyone wants to do their part for our 

fallen colleagues. 

There will no doubt be some wobbly legs on 

the 4 April 2014 but it will be worth it.



28 - The Billboard - Issue 33 - February 2014 www.thebillboard.co.uk

The group that has campaigned to see PC Ian Dibell awarded the George 
Medal have succeeded; Ian has posthumously been awarded the George 
Medal for gallantry. 

PC Ian Dibell awarded 
George Medal posthumously

On Monday, July 9 2012 the lives 

of PC Ian Dibell's family and loved 

ones were forever changed when Ian, 

an off duty Essex Police constable, was 

murdered in Clacton, Essex.

Although off duty and without any of his 

normal protective equipment; Ian still 

went to the aid of others to protect them. 

Ian knew very well the dangers he was 

about to confront but still he courageously 

and without consideration for his own 

wellbeing, approached an armed man. 

Because of his sense of service to the 

public and his courage, he paid the 

ultimate price with his life.

A campaign to see that Ian was 

posthumously awarded a gallantry medal 

for his bravery was started by three retired 

Essex Police personnel in the days and 

aftermath of Ian's murder in July 2012. 

With a supporting Facebook campaign, the 

group soon saw support swell overnight 

and approximately 6,000 people backed 

the submission of a public nomination to 

the Honours and Appointments Secretariat 

to get PC Ian Dibell awarded the George 

Cross. 

Chris Willcock, one of the three founders 

of the campaign said: 

"Words cannot express how deserved Ian 

is of this award and I am overjoyed for 

his family, friends and colleagues that his 

bravery has been recognised by a medal 

that is only awarded for acts of great 

bravery.

"The fact that Ian is the first police officer 

in 21 years to be awarded this medal, and 

the first ever Essex Police officer too is a 

fitting testament to his heroism, which his 

colleagues and the people of Essex shall 

never forget. 

"I, like the rest of the campaign 

administrators, and all of our supporters 

am overcome with emotion. As one of 

the founders of the campaign I graciously 

accept that they have acknowledged his 

bravery with a George Medal, and even 

though our original campaign sought the 

George Cross, the George Medal is still 

one of the highest awards for a civilian 

and he has had recognition of his heroism 

by the government and Her Majesty the 

Queen, which is all any of us wanted.  

"This is, down to all those who supported 

the campaign, helped run it and those 

outside the campaign in Essex Police and 

politicians that believed as strongly as we 

all did that Ian deserved this award.

"My tears today aren't sad ones but 

ones of contentment that a hero and his 

family and loved ones have been properly 

recognised by their country. Nothing will 

ever bring Ian back to his loving family 

and our thoughts and prayers are still with 

them every single day, but I hope that the 

George Medal provides a little comfort 

and assures them that Ian's memory shall 

never ever be forgotten."

The campaign would like to sincerely 

thank each and every member of the 

Facebook group, every politician and 

ordinary members of the public who 

pledged their support to the public 

nomination nearly 18 months ago, 

and continued to do so up until the 

announcement by the Cabinet Office.
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Catford residents were granted their wish as a Police Community Support 
Officer from Lewisham picked up an Assistant Commissioner's Commendation 
for outstanding tenacity, dedication to duty and professionalism last week for 
actions that led to them apprehending a burglar.

Lewisham PCSO and Special 
Constable awarded Assistant 
Commissioner's commendations

Guleser Cater, who works as a 

PCSO on Catford South Safer 

Neighbourhoods was presented with the 

award by Superintendent Michael Gallagher, 

Partnerships lead for Lewisham in front of 

the Assistant Commissioner for Territorial 

Policing, Simon Byrne and the South Area 

Commander, Simon Letchford at a ceremony 

held at New Scotland Yard on Thursday 10 

January 2014.

PCSO Guleser's commendation was as 

a result of residents of a block of flats 

at Penerley Road, SE6 writing a letter of 

thanks to the Chief Inspector for Safer 

Neighbourhood Teams at Lewisham on 4 

October 2013 calling on her to be given a 

commendation for providing them with the 

crime prevention advice that allowed them to 

catch a burglar, also for "her professionalism, 

her care, concern and invaluable advice," 

calling her a "credit to the Metropolitan 

Police and the Safer Neighbourhoods team."

The burglar, Godwin Wilson, 43 years 

unemployed from Thomas Lane, SE6 was 

caught red handed by the residents on 30 

September as he was about to carry out 

another burglary at the block of flats.

He received two years and eight months 

imprisonment after pleading guilty to three 

burglaries (two at the flats at Penerley Road) 

and one count of theft.

South Area Commander Simon Letchford 

said: "This was an excellent piece of work 

and reflects the important role PCSO's play 

in preventing Londoners from becoming 

victims of crime. Through her tenacity and 

professionalism PCSO Cater took personal 

responsibility to provide advice and guidance 

to her local residents which led to the quick 

arrest of Wilson, thereby preventing him from 

bringing further misery to others.

At the ceremony a Special Police Constable 

from Lewisham was also commended. Lisa 

Wharram received a commendation for 

outstanding bravery in tackling an armed 

suspect and her subsequent involvement 

resulting in the imprisonment of a dangerous 

individual.

Special Constable Wharram joined Lewisham 

Borough Police in April and 2012.

On Monday 4 March 2013 at approximately 

17:00 hours, Special Police Constable 

Wharram witnessed an armed robbery at 

a jeweller’s in Sevenoaks High Street, Kent 

whilst off duty.

At the time she was in her car and had just 

collected a friend when she saw suspects 

running away from the jewellery shop.

She instinctively jumped out the car and 

chased after them along with two members 

of the public.

Her brave actions led to the suspects being 

caught and led to one of the suspects 

receiving nine years for robbery and six 

years for possession of a firearm, to run 

concurrently.

Above: MSC Wharram with Commander 
Letchford and Superintendent Gallagher.
Below:PCSO Cater, Commander Letchford 
and Superintendent Gallagher.
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Jarrow residents will be seeing some new faces in their neighbourhoods as two new officers 
join the Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Police horse Brunel will soon be put out to pasture while Neighbourhood Inspector Andy 
Workman will also be hanging up his boots.

Sean McGuigan has taken up the post 

of Neighbourhood Sergeant for the area, 

complimenting the already excellent work 

being carried out by the team.

However, Sgt McGuigan is no stranger to the 

area, having previously worked as a 24/7 

Sergeant for Jarrow and Hebburn before 

taking on this new role. He has also carried 

out the same function in South Shields.

The role will give Sgt McGuigan a new 

challenge as well as give him the chance 

to bring his previous skills and experiences 

to it.

The team also has a new Police 

Community Support Officer, Mark Stewart, 

who is covering the Central Jarrow area.

Brunel's final outing was at the 

Remembrance Parade in Bristol last 

weekend where he was joined by 

Inspector Workman who is also leaving 

after a combined service of 30 years.

While Brunel will be heading to a 

retirement home for a well earned rest 

, Andy will be following his second 

career and becoming a full time clinical 

hypnotherapist. 

New officers for Jarrow

Brunel and Andy gallop to pastures new

Sgt McGuigan said: "I'm looking forward 

to carrying out this new role and to 

be working with an experienced and 

enthusiastic team of officers.

"The Jarrow team already has strong 

contacts with the local community as well 

as partner agencies which I'm looking to 

build on.

"Myself and my team are committed to 

dealing with crime and disorder problems 

to provide reassurance to all residents.

"I'd urge people to get in touch with us 

and raise any concerns they have in their 

neighbourhoods so that we can look to 

take action."

Brunel joined Avon and Somerset when he 

was just four years old and has spent 14 

years on patrol in the south west. 

During his career he has policed 14 

Glastonbury Festivals, a Royal wedding, the 

London Olympics, the Lord Mayor's show 

and countless football matches.

In addition to his operational role Brunel 

has been used to train new recruits that 

join the section – horses and riders!

His current rider PC Vicki Ephgrave said: 

"I have been paired with Brunel since July 

this year. He is a star, a true police horse 

and his replacement will have a hard act to 

follow. We all wish him well in his retirement 

– he deserves it!"

Andy, who currently heads up the policing 

team in Thornbury and Chipping Sodbury, 

was chosen to join the Lord Mayor of 

Sean McGuigan new neighbourhood Sergeant
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The Chief Constable of Sussex Police, Martin Richards, has announced he is to retire next year 
after more than six years at the helm.

Mr Richards, who served as Wiltshire's 

chief constable before joining Sussex, is 

to step down in March following a policing 

career of 32 years. Plans are being put in 

place to advertise and recruit a new Chief 

Constable

Announcing his decision, he said:

"This is not a decision I have taken lightly. 

My career as a police officer has been a 

rewarding one and it has been a particular 

privilege to serve as Chief Constable of 

Sussex.

Sussex Police Chief Constable retires

Policemoves

Bristol's Mace Escort in 1993. This 

was partly due to skills learnt as a RAF 

policeman, which were recognised by the 

Sergeant at the Mace at the time. Andy 

became the Sergeant at the Mace in 2001 

and has supervised the team since that 

date.

Both as a Mace Bearer and Sergeant at 

the Mace he has performed ceremonial 

duties on numerous occasions including 

at the Royal British Legion Festival of 

Remembrance in Bristol, the official opening 

ceremony of the Bristol Law Courts as well 

as parades to mark the National Police 

Memorial Day.

Andy was the first to take the Mace Escort 

abroad and has taken his team to take 

part in the internationally respected Last 

Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate in Ypres, 

Belgium. On a number of occasions he has 

performed the sad duty of acting as a pall 

bearer at the funeral services of fallen police 

colleagues who have died in service. 

He said: "As a true Bristolian, I am extremely 

proud to have been a member of the Mace 

Escort and prouder still to have been given 

the privilege of commanding it as the Sgt at 

the Mace."

During his 20 years on the team Andy has 

only missed a handful of parades and then 

only when illness or police duties have 

prevented his attendance. He has always 

demanded the highest standards of both 

himself and his team, ensuring by doing so 

that the Mace Escort shows the traditions 

and heritage of the city of Bristol in their 

full glory.

Left: Brunel retires : Right: Brunel and Neighbourhood Inspector Andy Workman 

"It had always been my intention to retire 

as is usual after 30 years’ service, but I felt 

it right to support first the Police Authority 

in their final months and then the newly 

elected Police and Crime Commissioner 

through into her second year in office.

"It has been my good fortune to serve 

alongside excellent people and talented 

and committed partners who, together, 

have made a huge contribution towards 

consistently reducing crime in Sussex. I shall 

remember with affection and admiration a 

workforce that consistently demonstrates 

the highest qualities of compassion, 

courage, a sense of justice and above all an 

overwhelming desire to serve."

Police and Crime Commissioner Katy 

Bourne, said: "I would like to recognise 

Martin's tremendous contribution to 

Sussex Police during his six years as Chief 

Constable.

"It has been a pleasure working with him"

during my first year in office".
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Bluetooth has recently gained acceptance as a standard for connecting different devices to the 
digital radios. 

Many critical communication processes are 

already done with Bluetooth-enabled mobile 

phones and radio devices - including the 

police authorities and the industry. In order 

to allow the user problem-free radio-based 

exchange of information with colleagues, 

without restricting his freedom of 

movement, usually specialized headsets are 

used. However often there was still missing 

a reliable link that connected the Bluetooth 

device with the headset. 

The specialist for hearing and speech 

BlueTalk: Robust interface for the 
Bluetooth Radio

systems Imtradex GmbH has now created 

the BlueTalk which is such an interface. 

Has Bluetooth connection with standard 

Ver. 2.1. including secure simple pairing.

The BlueTalk was presented on the CCExpo 

in Hamburg (23 and 24 of October) and will 

be presented on the PMRExpo in Cologne 

from the 26 to 28 of November (Booth 

A16). The BlueTalk proved to be extremely 

robust and very stable during use. 

This handy, easy-to-use tool is compatible 

GMP’s mobile phone app that provides people with information based on their location has 
received a prestigious innovation award.

The iPhone and Android app was developed 

by the Force’s Corporate Communications 

team and has had almost 20,000 downloads 

since the launch in January this year.

The app provides information about the 

nearest local police station and policing 

team, as well as details of appeals, wanted 

and missing people based on geolocation 

data. Web developers Dave Baxter and 

Robert Birkett have been the driving force 

behind the app.

Deputy Chief Constable Ian Hopkins said: 

GMP wins innovation award

“The app is a really useful development that 

gives our communities even greater access 

to information. 

We have had some great feedback and are 

now looking at how we can develop it further 

and add new functions.”

The GMP app won the Innovation Award 

at the UK Social Media Communications 

Awards in London on Thursday 24 October.  

It was the only public sector development 

shortlisted in the category.
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with many headsets and Bluetooth-enabled 

mobile phones and radio devices. For 

example, a connection to the Apple iPhone 

is possible. 

In addition to a built-in talk button, it 

comes with a wireless send button, 

which can have one button (PTT only), 

two buttons (PTT and full duplex) or four 

buttons with different options available.

“Just as easy as connection the BlueTalk 

to the various devices, is the answering 

and ending of calls”, explains Ralf 

Kudernak, Managing Director at Imtradex. 

In addition, voice messages give out 

status messages and warnings.

The BlueTalk has a long battery life, due 

to the integrated lithium-polymer battery, 

as well as a dirt and water resistant 

membrane keyboard. A clothing clip to 

fasten the device on a belt is included in 

the delivery of the BlueTalk.

RUD Chains Ltd winter range consists of snow chains, shoe chains and the innovative 
automatic snow chain system ROTOGRIP®.

ROTOGRIP® is an automatic snow chain 

system which has been specifically designed 

for emergency and commercial vehicles. 

RUD Chains are one of the leading suppliers 

and manufacturers of automatic snow 

chains systems and are at the forefront of 

the innovation.

The versatile automatic snow and ice chain 

is deployed with just a flip-of-a-switch from 

the driver’s seat, while the vehicle is in 

motion. ROTOGRIP® enables emergency 

vehicles to reach their destination regardless 

of bad weather, a necessity in such a volatile 

industry, providing convenience and safety 

at the flip of a switch.

It reduces downtime and increase efficiency 

and safety in treacherous winter months. 

Simply switch on when the weather 

becomes dangerous and off when the road 

is clear of snow and ice. 

ROTOGRIP® has the ability to work as well 

in reverse as it does in forward, providing 

excellent traction at speeds as low as (3-4-

RUD Automatic Snow Chains ROTOGRIP 
Maintain High 999 Response Rates over 
the winter

mph) and is designed for a wide range of 

vehicles and suspensions.

All chain strands are made of case hardened 

alloy steel. Key advantages of the system are 

that it can be easily installed and requires 

little effort in maintenance. RUD supports all 

their products with an outstanding level of 

customer service and training.

ROTOGRIP is simply a push and go system 

that helps maintain high 999 response 

times, offers immediate safety at the flip of 

a switch and most importantly helps to save 

time and lives, getting you there when you 

need to be.

Rud Automatic Snow chains ROTOGRIP is simply a push and go syetem that helps maintain high 999 response.
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Together with the iBAC app, iBAC; the new fuel cell based breathalyser provides accurate blood 
alcohol measurements and backs up the results with images and GPS positions. 

The app can be used by everyone from 

commercial drivers to holidaymakers.

In a world where over 10 billion units are 

connected and where there is an ever-

increasing demand for smart solutions, 

Alcosystems is approved and available 

in Apple’s App Store and Google Play. 

Its corporate solutions are available via 

Microsoft’s cloud platform Windows Azure.

iBAC is an extremely reliable alcometer 

that is just a fraction of the size of the 

breathalysers offered by the company’s 

competitors. One popular feature of the 

alcometer is that you can keep it with you, 

on a key ring for example. Smartphone 

connection opens up a wealth of 

opportunities and, besides professional use, 

it will become as popular among consumers 

as many of the training apps that have 

become available, says the innovator Miguel 

Arias at Swedish Alcosystems.

iBAC is a small and accurate fuel cell based 

New breathalyser for Android and iPhones

breathalyser that connects to smartphones 

wirelessly. It is already being used 

professionally at American penal institutions 

and Swedish rehab centres. This user-

friendly app communicates with and stores 

results directly on the phone for private 

users or in a cloud service for commercial 

use. By taking photographs, recording GPS 

positions and scanning other units close by, 

it is simple to ensure that the right person is 

using the breathalyser. 

iBAC has been tested by MHF International 

road safety test lab and received top marks 

for its reliability and accuracy. 

Despite the fact that iBAC, from 

Alcosystems, is one of the smallest 

alcometers available, its results surpass 

other commercial breathalysers on the 

market, says Tomas Jonsson, MD at MHF 

International road safety test lab.

While it is obvious that organisations 

should not forgo on quality, it can often 

be disastrous if a vehicle does not start 

because of a problem with the alcolock. 

Drivers that use the iBAC solution can 

undergo scheduled breathalyser tests 

before, during and after a shift; a solution 

that is perfect in jobs where zero alcohol 

tolerance is of particular importance, e.g. 

pilots, police, fire fighters, train drivers, 

commercial drivers, doctors, paramedics 

etc. The app and breathalyser are 

extremely simple and intuitive to use and 

communication between them takes place 

wirelessly via Bluetooth.

NetClean Analyze DI 13 makes it simpler for police forces to process complex child sexual 
abuse investigations involving unprecedented amounts of data.

London, UK, October 10, 2013 – NetClean, 

a world leader in technical solutions for 

preventing the spread of child sexual abuse 

(CSA) content, has incorporated a powerful 

new engine and sophisticated functionality 

into its Analyze DI software. This speeds up 

Sophisticated tool aids police in child 
sexual abuse investigations

and simplifies the process of reviewing and 

analysing digital data and helps police forces 

to more easily identify victims in CSA cases.

The continued rise in number of large 

and complex CSA cases has led to an 

exponential increase in the amount of 

individual image and video files to multiple 

terra-bytes. With limited or no access to 

additional resources, police forces are 

struggling to process the volumes of data 

in a timely manner.

iBac is a reliable alcometer that  it connects wirelessly 
with the iBac smartphone app. 



The Billboard - Issue 33  - February 2014 - 35www.thebillboard.co.uk

Tech&gear

Life-saving defibrillators are now fitted in police vehicles in Greater Manchester Police’s (GMP’s) 
North Manchester Division.

Installed 1 October with the support of the 

North West Ambulance Service (NWAS) 

they allow officers to provide potentially 

life-saving care in emergencies if they are 

the first to arrive at the scene.

The Automated External Defibrillators 

(AEDs) were fitted into traffic cars earlier 

Defibrillators fitted in police cars across 
North Manchester

this year and were used within a day of 

being installed. Two officers used a device 

on a man who had taken an overdose 

at his home in Cheadle in April; he later 

made a full recovery.

Sergeant Mark Allinson of GMP’s North 

Division said: “Our primary function is to 

preserve life and a significant proportion 

of police officer time is spent out in the 

community, dealing with members of 

the public.

“The scheme which is the only one of 

its kind in the North West covers some 

of the most demanding areas in GMP 

“Investigations into child sexual abuse crime 

are growing in size and changing in nature,” 

explained Johann Hofmann, Analyze product 

manager at NetClean. “We realised that our 

solutions must grow and change at the same 

rate. In response to this we have updated 

Analyze DI with some advanced features 

and revamped the engine to make better 

use of computer hardware. It is designed to 

help police forces to process cases faster 

and identify new victims more effectively in 

the face of unprecedented volumes of digital 

media data.”

“Analyze 13 has provided us with 

innovative new tools to help process 

complex and cumbersome investigations,” 

said Colm Gannon, Inspector of 

Publications at the Department of Internal 

Affairs in Wellington, New Zealand. 

“Thanks to the new engine, we have been 

able to process cases at least 50% faster, 

regardless of whether 500 or 500,000 

images are involved. Quicker and more 

accurate investigations ultimately lead to 

solving and bringing to court a greater 

number of cases. We have found the 

improved Find Similar Images and Active 

Thumbnails functions particularly helpful. 

They allow us to make both technical 

and visual comparisons of images, which 

means it is easier for us to carry out 

detailed victim analysis.”

 

The launch of Analyze DI 13 sees the 

introduction of new concepts such as Active 

Thumbnails and a 'Basic Mode'. Active 

Thumbnails is an innovative UI concept 

that enables users to digest large amounts 

of data, particularly in video format, quickly 

and easily. The new technology extracts 

frames from video footage, allowing users 

to intuitively scroll through a compressed 

storyboard of stills and identify instances 

of abuse without needing to view reams of 

footage. Basic Mode strips the product down 

to its core capabilities: reporting, managing 

image signature libraries, and reviewing and 

managing cases. This ensures that police 

officers can simply and effectively process 

investigations, even as they are becoming 

larger and more complex. Given the man-

hours spent using investigative tools like 

Analyze, ease of use can have a dramatic 

impact on productivity and effectiveness.

 

In addition, the latest version of Analyze 

also arms users with new applications and 

functionality from the NetClean Forensic 

Market. These include:

• Fuzzy Keyword Matching: helps users to 

identify high-risk material by searching for 

specific keywords in filenames

• Securus Keyword Dictionary: a glossary 

of terms often used in CSA images rings: 

enables police to run a rough search of 

seized material and assess the likelihood of 

finding illegal films and images

• ‘Phase 1’ of the National Centre for 

Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) 

utility pack: facilitates the submission of 

material from police officers to NCMEC, 

a central node in the US for tackling CSA 

crime.

 

“It’s clear that NetClean has acted on 

the feedback provided by end users of 

Analyze,” added Gannon. “The software 

has evolved exactly in line with our needs. 

The Department of Internal Affairs in New 

Zealand is a long term user of Analyze 

and we look forward to continuing the 

relationship.”

 

NetClean Technologies provides the Analyze 

DI software free of charge primarily to law 

enforcement agencies as well as national 

and federal agencies responsible for CSA 

investigations. It is currently being used in 

25 countries worldwide.

»
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A free mobile phone service launched by the Motor Insurers' Bureau (MIB) went live this week 
to help accident victims to check vehicle insurance details at the roadside.

The new 'askMID Roadside' service, which 

is only accessible via a smart mobile device 

at www.askMID.com can be used to check 

the insurance details of the other parties 

involved in a road traffic accident.

MIB Chief Executive, Ashton West, believes 

the new mobile service will help these 

drivers and many others take some of the 

stress out of collecting important information 

at the time of the accident.

"Accidents can be harrowing experiences, 

but collecting accurate details at the scene 

of the accident is absolutely essential to 

making insurance claims for damage and 

injuries. The new askMID Roadside service 

New Mobile Service Helps Accident 
Victims Check Insurance at the Roadside

provides drivers with an instant check of 

the Motor Insurance Database (MID) from 

their mobile phone. This confirms whether 

the other vehicle involved in the accident 

is showing as insured on the MID and 

provides the other party's insurance details 

so that the claim can be pursued quickly."

Three simple steps to check insurance 

details after an accident at the roadside

1. Visit www.askMID.com from your 

smart mobile device.

2. Enter:

- Your email address

- Your vehicle's registration number

- The third party vehicle's registration 

number

3. Receive confirmation of insurer and 

contact details (on screen and to your 

email address) 

Accident scene – information checklist:

 Names, addresses and contact details 

for all drivers (and witnesses) involved in 

the accident.

 Vehicle registrations and insurance details 

for third parties.

 Photographs of any damage.

for every minute that passes without 

intervention. Ultimately, effective CPR 

(Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation) and 

defibrillation ensures the patient has the 

best chance of survival.

including the city centre. We are pleased 

to be involved in this pilot as we often act 

as the first responders to victims.”

At present there are 200 officers trained to 

use the equipment which have been fitted 

into 15 vehicles.

David McNally, Paramedic & Community 

Resuscitation Manager at NWAS said: "We 

are delighted that Greater Manchester 

Police are on board with this initiative 

which will ultimately equip police officers 

to potentially save lives.

"In the event of a person suffering a 

cardiac arrest, quick actions must be 

taken in order to ensure the patient has 

the best possible chance of survival.

"It has been proven that when a person 

suffers a cardiac arrest, the chances of 

survival decrease by up to 14 per cent 






